[Drafting of a medical certificate in cases of suspected child abuse: guarding against traps].
Informing the proper authorities of any case of child abuse, and in particular sexual abuse in a minor, 15 years old or less, is a legal and ethical obligation for the physician. In this field, voluntary failure to do so may constitute a failure to assist a person in danger. The description should be set out in the form of a certificate, which should only be drafted after the child has been seen and examined. Personal opinions and any references to third parties should be avoided in relation to the facts observed. The certificate may be sent to legal, medical or administrative authorities but preferably, especially in case of emergency, should be sent to the Attorney General.